INTRODUCTION
regard him as a phenomenon apart, as is my
custom with men who play a part in history.
The smile of practical politicians disturbs me
as little as the animus of partisans in my own
immediate circle. To me a man's most insignifi-
cant character trait is more important than the
longest of his speeches; and when I am forming
a judgment concerning an omnipotent statesman,
every such trait assists me to forecast his actions.
Politics of the day and party programs, the two
forms in which unimaginative men contemplate
the present, are of little interest to me. I have
never belonged to any political party, and the
only party of which I could become a member
would be an anti-war party if such a party
existed. The events of the last decade have
convinced me that no system is absolutely the
best, but that different nations at different times
need different systems of government. Since I
am before all an individualist, I could never have
become a fascist; and yet I do not fail to recognise
that the fascist movement has done great things
for Italy. Transplanted to Germany, on the
other hand, I think fascism would be likely to
prove disastrous, for reasons that will be touched
upon in Part Four of these conversations. Besides,
on the German stage there is no star performer
competent to play the part of fascist leader.
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